Convergent synthesis and cytotoxic activities of 26-thio- and selenodioscin.
Convergent block syntheses of 26-thio- and selenodioscin have been achieved by developing the highly stereoselective 1,2-trans glycosylations of chacotriosyl imidate without recourse to neighboring group assistance. Both thiodioscin and selenodioscin possess cytotoxic activities similar to dioscin, a natural spirostanol glycoside.